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Preface

.

This report contains the second compilation of ten ANAlyse Technical Notes published by
ANAMET -the Automatic Network Analyser (ANA) metrology (MET) club coordinated and
administered by NPL. The club is an interest group of organisations and people involved in RF ,
microwave and millimetre-wave network analysis and measurements, and provides a forum for
the rapid exchange of information, ideas and experience.

....

The club achieves these objectives through its publication series, biannual club meetings, and
frequent measurement comparisons and investigations. ANAMET maintains three publication
series: ANAMET News -the club's biannual newsletter; ANAMET Reports -which describe
research investigations, etc, undertaken by the membership; ANAlyse Notes -which provide
technical information, often of a tutorial nature.

....

All three publication series are intended exclusively for the ANAMET membership. However,
it was agreed at an early stage that "mature" ANAlyse Notes could be made available to a wider
audience as compilations issued as NPL Reports. The first ten ANAlyse Notes were issued as
NPL Report DES 140 in October 1995. This compilation presents the second set often Notes.
These Notes were issued originally to the ANAMET membership during the period April 1995
to November 1996. Each Note is reproduced here in its original fonn.

....

ANAlyse Notes continue to be issued to the ANAMET membership, implying that further
volumes of compiled Notes are to be expected in future. I would like to thank all the authors
who have contributed to this compilation of Notes, the members of the ANAMET Steering
Committee who reviewed and approved the contents of each Note and the National Measurement
System Policy Unit of the Department of Trade and Industry for part-funding the ANAMET club.

...

It should be clearly understood that these ANAlyse Notes were produced by. and for. the
members of ANAMET. They were intended for fast dissemination of technical information for
discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an official viewpoint. No responsibility is
accepted by the authors. ANAMET. or NPL for any use made of the information contained in
these Notes.

....

NICK M RIDLER

..

For further information about ANAMET and its activities contact:

.

http://www.npl.co.uk/npI/collaboration/ clu bs/anametlindex.btml

.

(i) internet:

.

nmridler@dra.hmg.gb(ii) e-mail:

.

(iii) fax:

.

01684 89 5547 (UK)
+44 1684895547 (elsewhere)

.
(iv) mail:

..
ANAMET
PO Box 92
Malvern
United Kingdom
WR143YS

..
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An occasional series of Notes produced by, and for, the Members of ANAMET

.

Number 11 April 1995

.......

Introduction

.

The first ANAMET comparison exercise involved measuring the VSWR of six tenninations
fitted with Type N, 50 ohm, coaxial connectors. There were three male and three female
tenninations with nominal VSWRs of 1.05:1, 1.2:1, and 1.5:1.

..

While the items were "resting" in the Standards Laboratory at Marconi Instruments the
opportunity was taken to measure them on a number of different VSWR measuring instruments
in the laboratory. In ANAMET News, Issue 3, the results using slotted lines and an autotester
were reported, but interest has also been expressed in the results achieved by the other
measuring instruments. These results were presented briefly at the ANAMET meeting held at
Hewlett-Packard, Winnersh, in 1994. In this Note, the results have been plotted to show the
VSWR difference from the ANAMET average of five readings which were used as a guide
during the exercise.

.....

Measuring instruments

.

The instruments available and used to make the measurement were:

.

An HP 8410 computer corrected network analyser with a full 12-tem1 error
correction programme. This network analyser is a modified HP 8410 which was
modified at Marconi Instruments in 1975 by building a controller connected to
a V AX computer. (This network analyser is located in the Standards Laboratory
and is still in use today!)

....

A Marconi Instruments 6203 microwave test set with a 6210 six-port vector
reflection analyser. (These were the measurements, made by Marconi
Instruments, submitted to the ANAMET comparison exercise.)

...
The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by, and for, the members of ANAMET. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purpose~; and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this Note. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee...
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A GR900LB precision slotted line titted with a GR900/N male or female
adaptor depending on the termination being measured. This slotted line was
used from I GHz to 4 GHz.

..

An HP coaxial slotted line section type 809C/8 I 6A used from 5 GHz to

18 GHz.

..

An HP 8510A network analyser.

A Wiltron autotester type 560-97NF50-1.
measure the Type N Male tenninations.)

(This autotester was only used to

I..

Results

t8

I.

The graphs show the VSWR difference from the ANAMET average of the five results
submitted by the ANAMET members. The following identifiers are used to distinguish each

instrument in the graphs.

..

(i) Male terminations
18

.

18

.

(ii) Female terminations

.

E 8510 == S 8M -+- ..10 -+- SlxportJ

.

II
The results show good agreement between the different instruments and the only places where
there are significant changes are where the HP 8410 is used to measure both male and female
1.5: I terminations. This is mainly due to the fact that the HP 8410, as used in this
configuration, is better used over a much narrower frequency band using a different calibration
method. Unfortunately, time did not allow this to be done and where possible an attempt was
made to use each equipment in a similar manner.

....

The slotted line measurements were clearly very time consuming to make and each slotted line
was calibrated with the necessary adaptor connected to allow measurements to be made in each
connector type. The slotted line values were all corrected for the end effect of the line
including the adaptor.

.I..
Conclusions

I..
The results do show some good agreement between the different devices at the industrial
Standards Laboratory level and may be of help to those laboratories who do not have a network
analyser available to make VSWR measurements.

ANAlyse 1 Page 2 of 4 April 1995

I.



....

[]
An occasional series of Notes produced by, and for, the Members of ANAMET

.

Number 13 January 1996

...

New words for New Ideas -A look at some of the terminology
recommended for expressing measurement uncertainty.

..

Author: Nick Ridler, NPL, Malvem

.

Background

.

Since the ISO published the "Guide to the expression of uncertainty in measurement,,!l] in
1993, much work is being done to interpret the gu~dance given on the subject of uncertainty
in measurement.

...

One of the results of the publication of the Guide I has been to introduce into the metrology
vocabulary some new terms expressing the nevlt ideas to be used when working with
uncertainty in measurement. These new terms are given definitions in the ISO document but,
like similar definitions relating to uncertainty found elsewhere in the literature[2], the required
precision of the language often obscures rather than clarifies the underlying idea. This is
understandable since such definitions are constructed to withstand the close scrutiny of
metrologists involved in a wide variety of disciplines.

....

This note discusses some of these new tenns and the underlying ideas to show their
application. The tenns are; "standard uncertainty", "type A evaluation (of uncertainty)",
"type B evaluation (of uncertainty)", "combined standard uncertainty", "expanded
uncertainty" and "coverage factor".

....

Classifying uncertainty components

.

Over the years, considerable dialogue has taken iplace concerning what different types of
uncertainty components there could be and how ;these should be evaluated. The different
types were based on whether the uncertainty co~ponent was meant to represent a random
or a systematic error. The often heated debate caused by this methodology and terminology
was neatly side-stepped by the formulators of the ISO guidance document, who devised a
technique and terminology linked directly to how components were evaluated and ignored
what physical process governed their behaviour.

II

.....
The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by, and for, the members of ANAMET. They are
intended for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent
an official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this Note. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering

Committee...
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In short, if statistics are used to evaluate an uncertainty component (e.g., from a repeated
series of measurements) then it is termed a "type A evaluation", and if other methods are
used (e.g., using manufacturers specifications, previous experience etc) then this is termed
"type B evaluation".

.:..

The tenn "standard uncertainty" refers to any uncertainty (either a component or an
overall estimate of uncertainty) evaluated at the one standard deviation level. (The ISO
document recommends evaluating all uncertainty at this level.)

[.I.

The term "combined standard uncertainty" is used when a standard uncertainty is derived
by combining the effects of contributing uncertainties. This is usually the final result.

.

I.

.

Expressing uncertainty

:.

The Guide recognised that "one standard deviation" wasn't always appropriate as an
uncertainty statement to accompany a final result (e.g., a result appearing on a certificate of
calibration). Some customers for measurements require either an uncertainty interval
approximating to a level of confidence (historically either 95 or 99%) or something
representing a maximum likely error of measurement.

...

The term "expanded uncertainty" is used when the combined standard uncertainty is
multiplied by the "coverage factor". Typically, a coverage factor of two is used to convert
the combined standard uncertainty into an interval with an approximate level of confidence
of 95 %. This means that the supplier of the measurement is 95 % confident that the "true
value" of the measurement lies within the expanded uncertainty of the value given.

....

Summary

..

Several new tenns have appeared recently in connection with evaluating and expressing the
uncertainty of a measurement. This Note has attempted to describe these tenns so that the
underlying ideas are shown rather than concentrating on using the precise definitions for
these tenns which can be found in the Guide!!J.

...

References

.

ISO, "Guide to the expression of uncertainty in measurement", First edition, 1993.
(BSI equivalent publication: PD 6461: Part 3: 1995.)

.'.

ISO, "International vocabulary of basic and general terms in metrology", Second
edition, 1993. (BSI equivalent publication: PD 6461: Part 1: 1995.)
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An occasional series of Notes produced by, and for, the Members of ANAMET

..

Number 12 July 1995

......

Author: Tim Hodgens, NPL, Malvem

...

Waveguide, unlike coaxial-line, does not have a universal characteristic impedance, valid for
every application, so there is no one answer. However, the question is usually asked by
people who want to know what reflection or transmission coefficient they will see if they join
together two lengths of waveguide with different cross-sections (or, sometimes, different
dielectric fillings). There is an answer to this which is as meaningful as the corresponding
answer when two different sections of coaxial-line are joined.

...

According to elementary transmission-line theory, when two transmission lines are joined
together, the reflection coefficient r which is seen when looking from a line of characteristic
impedance 201 into a second line of characteristic impedance 202 is given by

.

ZO2 -ZOI ZO2

ZOI

1 + r

1 -r

.

r = (la) (lb)or =
ZO2 + ZOI

.

So the problem is equivalent to specifying the proper value of (~/Zo1)

.

For a coaxial-line of inner diameter a and outer diameter b, with a filling of material
constants Jl and f, all the books on transmission lines give the characteristic impedance as

.

Z02

ZOI

= ~ In(b2/a2)

~ In(b1/al)

.

Zo (2a) (2b)so

..
when two coaxial-lines are joined together.

.
The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by, and for, the members of ANAMET. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this Note. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee...



..

The corresponding expression for rectangular waveguides at a frequency J, with the same
material constants and with widths al and ~ and heights bi and b2 is

.

Zm

ZOI

.

(3)

.

where Agl and Ag2 are the guide wavelengths. ~l and Zoo are not separately defmed, but this
is no problem; only their ratio matters.

..

Equations (2b) and (3) only give accurate answers if the dimensions and material constants
of the two lines are much the same (as when re-normalising, i.e. correcting from an actual
piece of waveguide or coaxial-line to an ideal one of exact nominal size). When there are
big differences between the lines, there is a reflection from the junction of the lines as well
as from the second line. This effect may be important even if (~/ZoJ = 1; a discussion of
it for coaxial-lines in that case has been given in ANAlyse Note no. 3, in terms of an
equivalent capacitance at the junction. A similar treatment is possible for two waveguides,
but the equivalent junction capacitance (or, sometimes, inductance) is not defmed absolutely
but only relatively, like the characteristic impedance.

!8.18l8'8I

Both these treatments assume that the two lines or guides are joined as simply as possible,
with a common axis of symmetry and (for the wav~guide case) with corresponding sides of
the guides parallel. Practical coaxial-connectors or waveguide flange joints must be of very
good quality to satisfy these requirements, although fIrst-order errors in symmetry often only
lead to second-order errors in the predicted reflection coefficient, which are usually too small
to matter. Also, the effects of some kinds of symmetry error can be calculated, at least if
the two guides are much the same; a list of these, with tabulated results for various
waveguide sizes, has been given in [1].

i.'.
i

.!..

Predictions of transmission coefficients are even more complicated; they are subject to all
the problems described above, and to some others of their own. If the joined lines are much
the same, as above, essentially all the power arriving at the junction goes through it (the
return loss is a second order effect); then the product of the two transmission coefficients S21
and S 12 is theoretically 1, and this product (S21S 12) is often more important than S21 or S 12
alone. Unfortunately, this prediction ignores contaut resistance in the joining connectors or
flanges, which is a very tricky problem!

..

'8

.i8

Reference

'.

[1] D J Bannister, E J Griffin and T E Hodgdtts, "On the dimensional tolerances of
rectangular waveguide for reflectometry at lmillimetric wavelengths", NPL Report
DES 95, September 1989.

.I...!:8
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Female terminations

.
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An occasional series of Notes produced by, and for, the Members of ANAMET

.

Number 15

.

March 1996

..

Making a good estimate df a vector quantity

.

Authors: Nick Ridler and John Medley, NPL, Malvem

.

Introduction

..

A recent ANAlyse Note (number 7) discussed how to obtain an estimate of a quantity being
measured from a series of repeated determinations. This apparently trivial task was
re-examined, placing emphasis on the problem of analysing data sets containing occasional
unusual values. Such data sets can occur when a group of laboratories is involved in a
measurement comparison exercise, or when a single laboratory is undertaking a statistical
analysis of errors during an uncertainty assessment.

....

ANAlyse 7 showed that, unlike the arithmetic mean (which is the conventional choice for an
average value), the median remained unaffected by the inclusion of unusual data values. (In
fact, the median produced a plausible average val~e for both the well-behaved data sets and
data sets containing some unusual values.) !

...

This note looks at extending the problem of obtaining an estimated value to the situation in
which the measured values are vector quantities. This is particularly relevant to members
of ANAMET who use vector network analysers. 'VNAs measure vector quantities, .such as
reflection and transmission coefficients, which have two components. They are typically
quoted in either real and imaginary or magnitude and phase formats and can be represented
as points in the complex plane (See Figure 1).

....

Vector measurement data

.

As with measurements in one-dimension (i.e., scalar quantities), an average value is required
which remains unaffected by an unusual value in the data set. Figures 1 and 2 show sets of
measurement data in the first quadrant of the complex plane. The data set in Figure 1
contains eight measurements in a single, reasonably compact, group. Figure 2 shows the
same data set, except that one of the data points has been moved away from the main
grouping, illustrating a data set containing one measurement with a suspected large error.

...
The AN Alyse series of Technical Notes are produced by. and for. the members of A NAME T. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this N'_,,<e. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee.
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One candidate for an average value for these data sets is th(~ spatial median. It was used
to provide an average value for the participants' results in the third ANAMET measurement
comparison exercise.

.i8

The spatial median r.!!

!.

The spatial median of a data set is the point for which the sum of the distances between it
and the points of the data set is a minimum. In other words, for a data set
{Xi; i = 1, .., n }, the expression:

.:8

is a minimum (over all possible choices of point IL) when IL is the spatial median.

..

The above definition makes no reference to the coordinate system used, requiring just a
consistent definition of distance, (i.e., distance means the :same in every direction). An
alternative would be to take medians of each component of tile vector measurement, but the
choice of coordinate system used to represent the data will affect the result. For example,
the points defmed by (median real, median imaginary) and (median magnitude, median
phase) will in general be different. No such subjective choice is required to calculate the
spatial median.

..

18
Further proposals for multi-dimensional medians can be found in the literature. However,
the spatial median has the advantage that it is conceptually I;imple to understand (although
a bit tricky to calculate, involving iterative calculations).

.

Discussion

..

The data sets from Figures 1 and 2 are shown again on a sli~~htly expanded scale in Figures
3 and 4, together with their respective spatial medians (mar}~ed with a It x "). The position

of the spatial median has not been changed greatly when the one data point is moved away
from the main group, i.e., it exhibits resilience to the effecu; of this one unusual value. In
fact the unusual value could be moved away to infInity without unduly affecting the position
of the spatial median. This is in contrast to the arithmetic J]aean, which goes to infinity as
the unusual value goes to infInity. .

....

The spatial median remains within the main grouping even if more than one data point is
moved away from the group. (This is representative of the: situation where there is more
than one unusual value in a data set.) In fact, the spatial median (like its one-dimensional
equivalent) remains with the majority of values until 50% of "Ialues have been removed from
the group.

...

Conclusion

This note presents a version of the classical median statistic applicable to vector quantities.
This version, called "the spatial median", has a number of desirable properties: (i) it is not
affected by the method used to describe the data (i. e., magnitude and phase, or real and
imaginary components); (ii) it is very resilient to the presen(~e of unusual values in the data
set, and (iii) it is based on a simple concept -the position ,~hich minimises the sum of the
distances to all the points in the data set.

.. Page 2 of 4 March 1996ANAlyse Number 5
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Number 14 February 1996

...

How much variation should we expect from
coaxial connector dial gauge measurements?

.

Author: Nick Ridler, N*L, Malvem

.

Introduction

.

To prevent damage to the measuring instrument caused by out-of-specification connectors,
it is important to measure the position of the connector's inner conductor with respect to the
outer conductor. This measurement is critical since it establishes whether the connectors of
the artefact are outside specification and therefore unfit for measurement. The measurement
is usually made using a dial gauge (often supplied with the network analyser calibration kit).
However, there is little (if any) quantified informat~n concerning the performance of these

gauges. '"

.....

The second ANAMET comparison exercise included comparing the participants' dial gauge
measurements of the GPC-3.5 connectors with which the items were fitted. The overall
results of the comparison have been reported in detail elsewhere [1] but this Note takes a
closer look at the dial gauge measurements to see how much variation can be expected for
this type of measurement. It uses a technique recommended [2] by ISO for assessing the
accuracy of measurement methods and results, and establishes an upper limit, called the
Reproducibility Limit, for the differences that might be expected between results obtained
by different laboratories. I

...

I!II

.

The calculations

.

The scatter of the participants' dial gauge readings was found using the inter-quartile range
(IQR -See ANAlyse 8 for more details) for each set of connector measurements. The
largest IQR value for the connectors was 5.8 IJ.m ahd this figure was used (See Appendix)
to determine a value for the Reproducibility Limit of 12 IJ.m.

...

Since most dial gauges have graduated scales with minor divisions of 0.0001", this
reproducibility limit is approximately equal to five minor divisions on such scales.

...
The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by, and for, the members of ANAMET. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this Note. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee..
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Summary and conclusions

I.

The results reported by the participan in the second ANAMET comparison exercise have
been used to establish a reproducibili limit for dial gaugle measurements of GPC-3.5
connectors. This tells us that, in gene 1, the difference betwe:en measurements reported by
any two laboratories for this type of c nnector can be expecu~d to be less than 12 JLm (for
gauges in good working order). I. e., in the absence of any traceability, this is a typical
degree of variation for this type of me surement. ,

I.I.I.I.

Although these conclusions have been ade from measurements of GPC-3.5 connectors, dial
gauges for other connector types have much in common witt} these gauges, leading us to
expect variations in other connector asurements to be not dissimilar to those observed
above. However, further work is ne ded on other connec1tor types to substantiate this
prediction. Indeed, the fourth AN ET measurement col1[J.parison is including type-N
connector dial gauge measurements as part of the exercise :as a useful start on the data

gathering. t

I.I.I.I.
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Appendix: Determining the Repro~ucibility Limit from 'the IQR

IIThe IQR can be used to provide an esti~ate of the standard dleviation, s, using:

.1

s f 0.74 x IQR

!he l~rgest IQR value for the connectors was 5.8 ,urn, so the associated standard deviation
is estlffiated as: I II

IIs = 0.14 x 5.8 = 4.3 ILm

I.

This ~alue can be taken ~~ equivalent to r he rep!oduci~ility standard deviation, SR' since. f~~m

experIence the repeatability of anyone auge IS considerably better than the reproducibility

between different gauges. I
II

I.

~~~g~eprOducibilitY standard deviation,!an be usedi~o estimat(: the reproducibility limit, R,

.

II
~ == 2.8 X SR

I.

Therefore, from our measurements, w~ have:

1.

R ~ 2~8 x 4.3 ~ 12 /Lm

I.I.I. rage 2 of 2 February 1996ANAlyse Number 14
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Figure 1..

...............
Figure 2: The same data set as figure 1 except one point ha~ been moved away from the

main grouping. This value is unusual with respect to the main grouping.

.. ANAlyse Number 15 Page 3 of 4 March 1996
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x

........

Figure 3.. A close-up view of the data set in figure 1. 771e position of the spatial median
is marked with a "x".

...II.I.I.I.I..I.1..I..,.

x.

.,...I.,.,.
Figure 4: A close-up view of the data set in figure 2. TJze position of the spatial median

is marked with a "x".
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Number 16

.

April 1996

..

Assessing the quality of an estimated value -Part 2:
the Median Absolute Deviation

.

Introduction

.......

The MAD definition

..

For a series of values, the MAD is defined here as the median of the absolute differences
between each value and the median of the series of values. In other words, fmding the MAD
is done in three steps:

.

Step one -Find the median for the original series of observations (by following the
techniques given in ANALyse 7);

..

Step two -Calculate the absolute difference between each of the original values and
the median calculated in step one, giving us a new series of "absolute difference"

values;

..

Step three -Find the median for our series of absolute difference values.

.

Expressed mathematically, the MAD for a series of n values Xl'" .,Xn, is given by;

.

MAD = median IXj-il;i=l,...,n

.
where i is the median for the series of values

..
The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by. and for. the members of ANAMET. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this Note. This note has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee...



...

Properties

.

Like the inter-quartile range, examined in ANAlyse 8, the MAD estimate exhibits resilience
to unusual, or outlying, values present in a series of obsenfations. In fact, it is even more
resilient than the inter-quartile range, providing an interval th(~ size of which remains relatively
unaffected even when up to 50% of the values are well away from the main group of values.

...

The interval :f:MAD is symmetric about the median and contains half the total number of
values in a given set of values.

..

A useful relationship between MAD and the more ~ommon standard deviation, s(x), for large
samples drawn from a normal distribution, is:

..

s(x) = 1.483 ~ MAD

This can be used to compare intervals produced by each statistic.

.

Scalar examples

.

Example 1..

..

7.58, 7.69, 7.75, 7.72, 7.62, 7.64

.

Step 1: the median of these values is 7.65.

.

Step 2: the absolute difference between each of the original values and the
median calculated in step one gives us the following new series of
"absolute difference" values;

.I.I.

0.07, 0.04, 0.10, 0.07, 0.03, 0.01

I.

Step 3: the median for the series of absolute dilfference values is 0.04.

I.

The MAD is therefore 0.04 for the series of observations.

I.

By comparison, the standard deviation for these observations is 0.06. This agrees well with
the relationship given above between MAD and the standard deviation. '8

18
Example 2: Find the MAD for the following se~ies of seVj~n observations (containing the

unusual value of 7.95); j

I.,.7.58.

7.69,

7.95,

7.72, 7.62, 7.64

,.

Step 1: the median of these values is still 7.65..

I.

Step 2: the series of absolute difference values is now; 18

0.00,

,.

0.07, 0.04, 0.30, 0.07, 0.03, 0.01

18Step 3: the median for the series of absolute difference values is still 0.04.

I.I. ANAlyse Number 16 Page 2 ofl4 April 1996



.......

Vector applications

..........

Vector examples

..

To illustrate the perfonnance of the MAD as a dispersion indicator for series of complex,
vector, quantities, we will look at two data scatter plots. (These are similar to the plots used
in ANAlyse 15 to illustrate the resilience of the position of the spatial median to unusual,

outlying, values.)

...

Figure 1 shows eight relatively well-behaved data points (represented by the black dots in the
complex plane). The position of the spatial median (as in ANAlyse 15) is marked with a
" x " .The circle is the data dispersion indicator, centred on the spatial median, with radius

MAD.

..

Figure 2 shows the same data set, except one of the data points has been moved away from
the main grouping (representing the inclusion of an unusual value). As before, the spatial
median is marked with a "X" and the dispersion in the data is represented by a circle,
centred on the spatial median, with radius MAD.

...

The radius of the circle (i.e., the value for MAD) has increased only slightly with the
inclusion of the unusual value in the set of vector data. This illustrates the MAD's relative
resilience to outlying values in sets of vector measurements.

..

Conclusions

..
This note has demonstrated methods of calculating the MAD for both scalar and vector
measurement data. It has shown that, for both types of data, the MAD exhibits a high
degree of resilience to unusual values in measurement data sets. This is a highly desirable
property when analysing data of this type.

... ANAlyse Number 16 Page 3 of 4 April 1996
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,8

.I..I.I.I.I.

Figure 1: A data scatter plot for "well-behaved" data -The " x II locates the spatial

median and the circle has radius MAD.

,.

'8
'8

.,

'8
'8

Unusual
value

,.I..,.,.

t8

,..I.I.,.
The same data set as figure 1 except one {J~ata point has been moved away
from the main grouping. Spatial median and' circle of radius MAD, as before.

(8Figure 2:

18Page 4 of 4 April 1996ANAlyse Number 16
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Number 17
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.

"Two into one can go"

..

Author: J P Ide, NPL, MaJvem

.

Introduction

..

The Impedance section of NPL's RF and Microwave Standards Division at Malvem issue
calibration certificates for the scattering coefficients of a device, referred to a defined impedance,
usually 500 for coaxial devices. In these certificates the default method is to supply the real and
imaginary parts of the scattering coefficient, and a single figure for the uncertainty, which is
applicable to both those parts. This note sets out to explain the reasoning behind the use of a
single figure rather than having separate figures for each part.

....

Wh~ Real and Imagina~ rather than another fonnat?

.

An ANA can produce results in a variety offormats, each of which is suitable for some particular
use and none of which are universally used or accepted. Real and Imaginary parts are used
throughout the process of generating the results because part of the process involves making
multiple measurements and performing statistical operations on the data. This process does not
necessarily produce valid results for other formats. Once the data processing is complete the
results can be transformed into a variety offormats as can be seen later.

....

T~ical presentation of results

.

A typical result for the voltage reflection coefficient (VRC) ofa 50 0 Termination at 2.0 GHz
might look like this.

..

Frequency
(GHz)

VRC 500 Termination

.

Real Imaginary

.

2.0 0.0022 -0.0003

Uncertainty I

0.0017

.

This means that the most likely position of the VRC is at 0.0022 -j 0.0003 and that NPL is more
than 95% confident that the true (unknown and unknowable) value lies within a circle of radius
0.0017, centered on that point. This is shown in Figure 1.

...
The ANAlyse series ofT echnical Noles are prcxiucal by, and for, the members of ANA MET. They are intended for fast
dissemination of technical information for discussion pw-poscs and do not necessarily represent an official viewpoint.
No respon..,jbility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the information contained in this Note.
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............

Figure 1

Conversion to other fonnats

,.

The transformation from real and imaginary to magnitude and phase does not change the
reference plane and so the same circle of uncertainty applies as shown in Figure 2. This means
that the uncertainty (or) in the magnitude (r) is given by the radius of the circle while the
uncertainty (06) in the phase (6) is calculated from the arcsin (o:rtr). For a well-matched device,
the uncertainty in the magnitude is often greater than the magnitude value itself, causing the arcsin
expression for the phase uncertainty to become meaningless. Under these circumstances the
origin is within the circle of uncertainty and the phase is indet(~rrninate which is represented on
the calibration certificate by a phase uncertainty of::i::180°.

I.I.I.I.I.

18

18

I.

18

I.I.

f8

,.I.,.
Figure 2

'8
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...........

ffidden problems when employjng
partial differentiation in uncertainty assessments

...

Introduction

......

(1)

.

The Problem

..

The following is a good example of the case in point.
textbook as a worked example for" A" level:-

It was taken from a mathematics

a2 = b2 + C2 -2bcCosA
(2)

and the instruction is to evaluate the change in "a" for small changes in b, c and angle A.
(This is analogous to the situation arising from lf4 A technique where b and c are reflection
coefficients and A is the angle between them).

..
,

The ANAlyse series of Technical Notes are produced by. and for. the members of ANAMET. They are intended
for fast dissemination of technical information for discussion purposes and do not necessarily represent an
official viewpoint. No responsibility is accepted by the author(s) or ANAMET for any use made of the
information contained in this No!e. This nOle has been approved by the ANAMET Steering Committee.



...

The solution is given as:-

..

b -cCosA

a
c -bCosA

Ia I
bcSinA

a

Oa = .ob + .~c of. .oA (3)

..

An alternative method is to use a software spreadsheet in which it is easy to vary
Equation (2) with respect to anyone of the variables, holding the others constant, and then
to compare that result with the equivalent component of equation (3). (Remembering, of
course, the square root implied and to work in radians).

...

This, in fact, works very well in the case of varying b and c, ii.e. the spreadsheet agrees with
the fIrst two terms of equation (3). However, when the same technique is applied to the
third term of equation (3) a discrepancy arises, although this is not immediately obvious.

..

In the textbook example the nominal value of anglr A is givl~n as 60°. Graph 1 shows the
results for oa plotted against oA = 0° to 10°,for both the spreadsheet and the third
component of equation (3). A small difference between the two "curves" is just discernible
at oA= 10°. If we change the nominal value of angle A to l()o°, Graph 2, the difference is
clearer.

.

i8

I.

Continuing this process, Graph 3 shows the differences whe1tl angle A has a nominal value
of 150° and Graph 4 illustrates the situation wheJl angle A is nominally 170O! Now the
discrepancy cannot be overlooked!

I..I.

What therefore is wrong? Is it a misunderstanding of "small: print", i.e. what constitutes a
small finite change, for even on Graph 4 (the worst case thus far), there is reasonable
agreement provided c5A is limited to :t 2 ° .But consider the case where the nominal value

of angle A tends to 180°. Sin A will now tend to zero and the third component of
equation (3) will indicate that any finite value of oA will have no effect -which is clearly
nonsense!

I.,.

18

'8ANAlyse Note No 6 recommends always working in rectanguJlar coordinates and, indeed, the
author has subscribed to that philosophy ever since the e:arly nineteen seventies when
Professor Don Woods demonstrated that computers can ha~'e difficulties in distingUishing
between the vectors -a-jb and +a+jb when executing a polar conversion. However in this
particular instant the measuring system, quite naturally, yields its data in polar form and the
subsequent process of separating a residual reflection coeffic:ient, from that of the DUT, is
conveniently solved by the cosine rule (Equatio. 2). ThilS also applies to many other
problems in vector analysis. ~I

I.,.

18

18

fl
The problem here is not so much the coordinates but ralther the application of partial
differentiation. Comparing equations (2) and (3); varying angle A, linearly, by ::t:oA in
equation (2) has a trigonometric effect on the value of a, whereas the same variation in
equation (3) has a linear effect since the differential coefficient is fixed at the nominal val~e
of A. Thus, despite the textbook, equation (3) is not valid!

18

'I

I.

'8

f8
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Recommendation

..

Differentiate equation (2) with respect to b,c and CosA :-

.

b -cCosA c -bCosA

°1
-bc

a
J- oa =. .ob + .Oc ""c .oCosA (4)a

.

where: ~CosA = Cos(A:I: ~A) -CosA

.

Equation (4) agrees, more consistently, with the spreadsheet for all values of A in the range
00 to 3600 -See Graph 5 ! I

....

Graph 1 A = 60 degrees

.........

Graph 2 A = 100 degrees

..

0.45

0.4

0.35

0.3"
.5 0.25

g 0.2
w

0.15

0.1

0.05

0

..

I-+- Sprdsheet I
I =!= Derivative I

....
2 3 4 5

Delta Angle A

6 7 8 9 100 1
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Graph 3 A = 150 degrees

.

0.18

0.16

0.14

0.12..
.E 0.1

g 0.08
w

0.06

0.04

0.02

0

..

I-+-SprdSheet I
1- Derivative I

....

2 3 4 5

Delta Angle A

60 1 7 8 9 10

....18...........

..
0
t:
w
~0

.

18
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Number 19

.

October 1996

.

Partial differentiation in uncertainty assessments -
Part 2: Simplifying the problem

.....

Introduction

.

As a continuation to Mr Williams' contribution I to the problem of partial derivatives in

uncertainty calculations (ANAlyse 18), let us simplify the problem to a minimum: by
reducing the expression of the dependent variable to a strai~~htforward function of a unique
independent variable x, we will be able to represent the problem graphically and see things
in the light of primary concepts of differential calculus.

...

In a generic sense, one could state the aim of partial diffei'entiation (and its application to
uncertainty estimation) as: trying to predict the behaviour of a certain function from our
knowledge of it at certain given points.

..

The problem

.

We have chosen a generic function, Y =f(x), in order to illu:strate what differentiation really
means. The first derivative of Y is given by: I

..

dy = f '(x).dx

.

And its meaning is: when we move around a given point (Xo, Yo), the incremental change in
y, Ay, is given approximately by the incremental change in x, Ax, times the "slope" of the
curve at point (xo, Yo). This is illustrated on page 2.

......
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........

f(x)

.

ily

-{ -

..

Yo I

I
~I

I

:~--I Ax
I I

..

,I I I I I ~ I I lill I I I I I I I I

...

we have:
d Y = tan a.Ax

....

Of course, an estimated value y (= Yo + dy) will never exactly coincide with the value of

the function at the point xo, i.e., y = f(xo + dX), unless the derivative, or the "slope",

remains constant within a certain range of values.

...

And here is where some confusion may arise, as to what extent the expression of the
derivative is exact. In my opinion, this method for calculating incremental changes is always
exact, provided that:

..

1) The incremental changes are small enough to assure that we are in the vicinity of
(Xo' Yo), the point for which we do know the derivat:ive.

..

2) The rate of change of the [lIst derivative is sma" enough (the second derivative
comes to help us estimate how fast the "slope" of tile curve is changing).

..

One admits the existence of a residual, unavoidable error, whose estimation is the
task of the metrologist. This error, E, is dependent on the above parameters:

3)

.
y = YO+Ay =f(Xo+AX)+E(Ax,f'(x)l~o,f"(x)l~o)

.... October 1996ANAlyse Number 19 Page 2 of 4
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.

Some examples

.

Let us consider three examples relating the simple, well-known cosine function, y = -cos (x).
The dependence of y with respect to the independent variable is similar to the example given
in ANAlyse 18. We also use the same incremental changes in x, from 0° to 10°.

...

Now, we have:
and:

y = -cos (x)
dy = sin (x).dx

.

ExamQle 1 Xo = 90°;
f I (xo) = 1;

.

Y'o = 0;
f "(xo) = o.

.

Ax (O)
0

1
2

3
4

5
6
7

8

9

10

4y
0 .0000
0.0175
0.0349
0.0524
0.0698
0.0873
0.1047
0.1222
0.1396
0.1571
0.1745

y = -cos (xo + AX)
0 .0000
0.0175 ,

0.0349 i

0.0523 i

0.0698

0.0872

0.1045 j
0.1219 I

0.1392 :
0.1564 i

0.1736 :

y = Yo + .1y

01 .0000

01.0175
0'.0349
0.0524
0.0698
0.0873
0.1047
0.1222
0.1396
0.1571
0.1745

E

0.0000
0 .0000

0.0000
0.0000
0.0001
0.0001
0.0002
0.0003
0.0005
0 .0006

0.0009

........

In this first example, the errors are low, even when we consider incremental changes in the
order of 10°. The reason is that, in the range 90° :t: 10°, the first derivative changes by only
0.0152. (The second derivative, f "(x) = cos (x), tells us that the rate of change of the slope
f '(x) is at its minimum around 90°.)

...

ExamQle 2 Xo = 170°;
f '(xo) = 0.1736;

Yo = 0.9848;
f "(x~ = -0.9848.

.

Ax(O)
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

y = -cos (xo + Ax)

0.9848
0.9877
0.9903
0.9925
0.9945
0.9962
0.9976
0.9986
0.9994
0.9998 !

i

1.0000 l

y = .Yo + 4y
0.9848
0.9878
0.9909
0.9939
0.9969
1 .0000
1.0030
1.0060
1.0091
1.0121
1.0151

~y
0.0000
0.0030
0.0061
0.0091
0.0121
0.0152
0.0182
0.0212
0.0242
0.0273
0.0303

.

E

0.0000
0 .0002
0 .0006
0.0014
0.0024
0.0038
0.0054
0.0074
0.0097
0.0122
0.0151

.......... October 1996Page 3 of 4ANAlyse Number 19.
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Clearly, errors are larger than in the previous example. This is due to the fact that the slope
is changing rapidly around 1700. An incremental change of 100 can no longer be considered
"small", since for x = 1700 ::I: 100, the first derivative changes from 0.3420 to O.

..

ExamQle 3 Xo = 180°;
f '(xo) = 0; !8

Yo = 1;
f "(xo) = -1.

.

Ax(O)
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

4y
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000

0 .0000
0 .0000
0 .0000

y = -cos (xo+Ax)
1 .0000
0.9998
0.9994
0.9986
0.9976
0.9962
0.9945
0.9925
0.9903
0.9877
0.9848

y = Y,o + .Ay
1 ..0000

1 ..0000
1 ..0000
1 , 0000

1 ..0000

1 .0000
1 .0000

1 .0000
1 .0000
1 .0000
1 .0000

E

0 .0000
0.0002
0 .0006
0.0014
0.0024
0.0038
0.0055
0.0075
0.0097
0.0123
0.0152

........

In this case, the incremental changes are evaluated as zero because the first derivative goes
to zero at Xo = 180°. The absolute errors E almost coincide with those calculated for
Xo = 170°, which seems reasonable since both the first and the second derivatives are quite

similar.

...

In my opinion, it does not seem sensible to defme relative errors, since they would be
dependent upon the actual value of y. One method of normalising the absolute errors could
be with respect to the maximum range of variation of the dependent variable within the area
of interest:

..

e

.

E -
nonn

Ymax -Ymin

.

In our example, Ymar -Ymin = 2. For Xo = 180°, the nonnalized error so obtained ranges from
0.01% for~ = 1° to 0.75% fordx = 10°. II

.......I.18.I.. October 1996Page 4 of 4ANAlyse Number 19
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.

The uncertainty in the me~dian

..

Author: Nick Ridler, NPL Malvern

.

Introduction

.

At the present time, the median has been used within ANAMET to analyse the results produced by
its measurement comparison exercises. It has been seen to provilde a useful summary value for the
comparison data especially when the data contains unusual, or outlying, values. The reason behind
this usefulness is that, unlike the sample mean which is the conventional choice of summary value,
the median is relatively unaffected by outlying values in a data set. (See, for example, ANAlyse 7.)

...

This Note considers one of the implications of using the median as a summary value for analysing
repeat measurements produced by a single measurement system.. In particular, having found the
median for a series of repeat determinations of a quantity, what is the uncertainty in the median? To
help answer this question. we will assume that our measurement results conform, in the main, to the
assumption of normality except there are occasion outlying values- "contaminating" the sets of results.

...

Relating MAD, standard deviation and the uncertainty in the median

.

We will use the spread indicator MAD (the median absolute deviation -see ANAlyse 16), as the
starting point for an estimate of the uncertainty in the median. I\. useful relationship relating MAD
to the standard deviation, u(x), is given by; I

.

u(x) ~ 1.483 x MAD (1)

.

(Strictly speaking, this is only true for large sample sizes drawn from a normal distribution.)

.

Also, the standard deviation for the median, (i. e., the standard uncertainty in the median, s(i) )
derived from n repeat observations, is given by;

..

s(i) = .[fn o(x) (2)

.

Substituting equation (1) into (2), we get;

..
s(i) = ~ 1.483 X MAC!

~2-;;

..
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..

i

.

or

.

1.86

.[n
s(i) = x MAD (3)

..

Therefore, for a series of n repeat measurements, we can use eq!uation (3) to calculate the standard
uncertainty in the median from the MAD.

.

Median versus mean

..

When analysing repeat measurements, the median, along with its standard uncertainty, can be used
in place of the mean and its standard uncertainty. In fact, for dalta which does not conform rigidly
to the normal distribution assumption, the median is likely to pro',ide a "better" estimate, and this is
demonstrated by its uncertainty interval being smaller than that for the mean.

..

Example 1 -Ten measurements
18

The following ten measurements of the capacitance of a 10 pF cap~Lcitor at 400 MHz were made using
an ANA [1] (they have been placed in ascending order of size):

..

10.721 pF; 10.802 pF; 10.818 pF; 10.822 pF; lO.822pF;

.

10.824 pF; lO.829p~; 10.832 pF; 10.833 pl~; 10.833 pF.

I.

This gives a median for the ten results of;

..

To find the uncertainty in the median, first we find the median of the absolute deviations from the
above median value -the MAD1 calculation. The absolute deviations from the above median are
given below: I I

..

0.102 pF; 0.021 pF;

.

0.005 pF; 0.001 pF; 0.001 pF;

0.001 pF; 0.006 pF; 0.009 pF; 0.010 pF; 0.010 pF.

.

The median of these absolute deviations is:

I.I.

We now use equation (3) to convert the MAD into the standard uncertainty in the median:

.

1.86

~
s(i) = x 0.0075 = 0.004 pF

18
Our result is therefore:

18Capacitance = (10.823 :i: 0.004) pF

.

We can compare this uncertainty estimate with the more conve:ntional method of calculating the
standard uncertainty in the mean [2.3]. The mean. ~ .and expc~rimental standard deviation, s(x;).
for the above ten results is: j,

..
x = 10.8136 ~F S(Xi) = 0.0338 pF
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[II

.

This leads to a standard uncertainty in the mean of:

.

-8(X)8(X) = -!.- = 0.011 pF

v'ii

..

Our result is therefore:

.

Capacitance = (10.814 :i: 0.01][) pF

.

This is considerably larger than the standard uncertainty in the median -How can this be?

.

Closer examination of the ten capacitance measurements reveals that the lowest value is far removed
from the other nine values. (The outlier syndrome strikes again!) If we reject the suspected outlier
and re-do our calculations, we can see what effect the suspected outlier has on the calculations.
(Strictly speaking, it is metrologically unethical to reject results purely on subjective grounds, such
as; "I don't like the look of this one. ...let's get rid of it!". But how many of us are guilty of such
practises?!)

....

Example 2 -Ten measurements reduced to nine

..

Having rejected the lowest capacitance value we can re-calculate the median for the remaining nine.
(It will now be the fifth value in the ordered results.):

i = 10.824 pF

.

The absolute deviations from this median are now:

.

0.022 pF; 0.006 pF; 0.002 pF:; 0.002 pF;

.

OpF; 0.005 pF; 0.008 pF; 0.009 pF:; 0.009 pF.

.

The median of these absolute deviations is:

.

MAD = 0.006 pF

.

Again, using equation (3) to convert the MAD into the standard uncertainty in the median, we have:

.

s(i) = ~ x 0.006 = 0.004 pF

J9

.

Our result is therefore:

.

Capacitance = (10.824 :I: 0.004~ pF

..

To complete the calculation exercise, we re-calculate the mean :md its standard uncertainty for the
nine results.

..

S(Xj) = 0.0099 pFx = 10.8239 pF

This leads to a standard uncertainty in the mean of:

.
-0.0099s(x) = = 0.003 pF

J9

..
Our result is therefore

.
Capacitance = (10.824 :t 0.003) pF
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...

Discussion

'8

The Table below summarises the calculations in the previous examples.

..i.:8...

Quite clearly, the tenth value in our set of capacitance results has upset the calculation of the mean
and its standard uncertainty. The mean value is skewed from the majority of values (which lie
around 10.824 pF) and the standard uncertainty provides an unrealistically large interval when viewed
in the context of the grouping of the other nine values. A seasoned metrologist may well examine
the data closely and reject the tenth value leaving him (at least) with a guilty conscience. However
with modem automated measuring instruments, such as AN As , producing vast amounts of data, such
close scrutiny of results is not always practicable.

....

The above scheme of using the median and its associated standard uncertainty is an alternative method
of estimating realistic uncertainty intervals in data sets where unusual values mayor may not occur,
without the need to reject values. Their use has been proposed elsewhere [4] for the treatment of
measurement comparison data.

..

Conclusions

.

The median and its associated standard uncertainty can be useful estimators for evaluating the size of
an uncertainty component using statistical techniques (the so-called type A method [3)). Typical
uncertainty components which could be treated in this way are electrical noise in an ANA and the
connection repeatability of an item to the ANA test port.

...
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